[bookmark: _Hlk529271801]Persuasive/Explanatory Writing Rubric
Beginning: 6 total (C.A.T.) *Focuses on the TOPIC only
· Catch- I used a sentence starter. 2
           “The spotlight today is on….”
           “Gather around as we take a deeper look into the world of…”
           “Today we are looking at….”
           “Grab your backpacks as we explore the world of…”
· Ask- I asked a question based on the prompt and used a question mark. 2
· Tell- I told the reader what I’m writing about. 2
· I used “Today I will be discussing…” 
Middle: 66 total (A.P./ F.F)
· Sentence #1-Author’s Purpose- I told the main idea I’m writing about. 3
· I used “This/These passage(s) focus(es) on…”
· I used “This/These passage(s) is/are about …”
· Sentence #2-I wrote a sentence in my own word that answered the prompt and explained why. 30
· Text Evidence (1 Quote & 1 Citation) *Must have 1 of each from each passage you read.
- Citations 10
  *Names of short stories in Quotation Marks or Author’s/Authors’ name(s)
-Quotations
  *Exact words or sentences from the passage (in quotations with “The text says...” at the  
     beginning/ Must have a sentence to explain after). 10 
· I included 2 or more facts from each passage. 10
· I included transition words and lots of details where needed.10
· I have a good ending sentence that summarizes my answer to the prompt. 3
End: 8 total (T.R.R.P.)
· Transition- I used a transition word and a comma after if necessary. 2
               “In conclusion,”
                 “To sum up,”
                 “As you can see,”
· Recap- I answered my original question from the first paragraph. 2
· Retell- I retold one more main point from passage(s) or used Figurative Language. 2
· Powerful Punch- I used a sentence starter to leave my readers with one last great thought. 2
              “I will remember this because…” or “Our world is lucky to have …”
              “Today I learned that…” or “Think about this the next time you…”
              “This relates to the real world by…” or “It is thrilling to know more about...”                   
Editing: 20 total
· I used correct capitalization (Sentences & Proper Nouns) and indented my paragraphs. 5
· I have checked my SPELLING. 5
· I have reread my sentences (They all make sense!!) and used synonyms for OVERUSED words. 5
· I have correct PUNCTUATION throughout my essay. 5

Points earned: ______________ out of 100.
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